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• Passionate supportive tutors with industry   
 experience

• Exceptional progression onto specialist   
 Performing Arts and Music centres

• Partnerships with talent agencies and   
 professional bodies

• Regular masterclasses and workshops with  
 industry professionals and ex-students

• Exceptional facilities for Music and    
 Performing Arts

• Former Performing Arts students regularly  
 star in TV and Westend shows

• Real-life briefs and industry experience

• Internal and external opportunities with   
 industry links

• Regular commissioned projects that lead to  
 meaningful work placements

• Employability experiences enhanced and   
 developed through professional performance  
 opportunities 

• Public music performances and community  
 projects including samba drumming

• Career enhancing trip and visits

REASONS TO CHOOSE US
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• Adjustable theatre with industry standard   
 sound and lighting

• Regular access to the renowned MET Theatre  
 in Bury Town Centre

• Dance studio with sprung floor and ballet barres

• A variety of bespoke rehearsal rooms for   
 all types of performances

• Industry standard recording studio

• Mac suites with the latest editing    
 software
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WHERE OUR STUDENTS GO

Each year our performance students’ progress 
onto a variety of universities and specialist 
performance schools and colleges. In the last 
12 months our students have achieved places 
at the following destinations:
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Bury College School of Performance is proud 
to be affiliated with:

JIM CARTWRIGHT 
Multi-award winning, international playwright, 
screenwriter, actor and director Jim Cartwright  
is an ambassador for Bury College, supporting 
to develop our students talents.  He 
regularly delivers career enhancing 
workshops and masterclasses, 
sharing his experiences, skills  
and vast knowledge. 

His work is in almost continuous 
production around the world 
and has been translated into 
over 35 languages. His plays, 
including ‘Two’, ‘Road’ and ‘The 
Rise and Fall of Little Voice’ have 
been performed at The National 
Theatre, The Royal Court Theatre, The 
West End of London and on Broadway 
and in many of the principle theatres    
of the world.
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CAROL GODBY THEATRE WORKSHOP 
Bury College works closely with Carol Godby Theatre Workshop to 
support in developing the local talent of the future. Many Carol Godby 
and Bury College students have gone onto successful careers     
on stage and screen.

Carol Godby’s is one of the largest independent drama workshops 
outside of London. Their aim is to develop social skills and build 
confidence, as well as providing training in acting, dancing and singing,    
for TV, Film and Theatre. The workshop has launched the careers     
of some of the most recognisable faces in soaps and dramas today!

THE NORTH WEST THEATRE ARTS COMPANY  
NWTAC is a theatre company based in North Manchester. NWTAC  
works in partnership with Bury College, sharing facilities, resources  
and expertise.

Since the company was formed, it has staged a considerable number of  
well-received and critically acclaimed productions, gaining a reputation   

for a unique style and experience from beginning to end. NWTAC aims 
to create an arts hub for the north providing affordable working space, 

productions, classes and sessions for all within the community. 



ALUMNI

FLORIVALDO MOSSI
Performing Arts superstar Florivaldo Mossi established himself 
at Bury College before progressing onto the acclaimed Midlands 
Academy of Dance and Drama (MADD) graduating with full 
distinctions. Since graduating Florivaldo has worked with top 
artists including Tom Jones, Blue, Amelia Lilly, M.O Music and 
Atomic Kitten. Currently starring in Thriller Live in the West End, 
Florivaldo credits Bury College, N.W.T.A.C and MADD College 
for his success, with special thanks to the Performing Arts   
team for their influence on him.

CUPIDS
Ryan Comac and James Cardus met at Bury College is 2008 whilst studying their Music diplomas. Upon 
completion of their course, the duo joined Jake Fletcher and Sid Cooper to form the hugely successful  
band The Gramotones. The band enjoyed a nationwide tour after their music was recognised as a 2013 
favourite by music legend Paul Walker. 

Following a successful few years performing as The Gramotones, the band transformed themselves to 
Cupids, a name which reflected their refreshing new sound. Drummer James, a former pupil of Bury Church 
of England High School and bassist Ryan, a former St Gabriel’s RC High School pupil, have recently enjoyed 
a sold out 2017 Spring tour performing as the newly found band Cupids.

BRIAN HOOK
Performing Arts alumni Brian Hook scooped an Outstanding 
Achievement award in an Affiliate Theatre at the 2017 Olivier 
Awards following his outstanding work on the highly acclaimed 
production of Rotterdam.

Brian co-produced the play which tackles gender identity and 
relationship issues and is the first transgender themed play to  
win an Olivier Award. 

Brian, who is a former Wardle Academy pupil, left Bury College 
in 2006 after securing triple distinctions in Performing Arts. He 

has since gone on to pave 
a successful career within 
the industry, starring in a 
number of acting roles and 
co-owns Hartshorn-Hook 
Productions.

“Bury College was the first time within education that adults 
had taken an active interest in my potential, nurtured it and 
given me the tools and space to learn the skills I now use at 
a global level as a professional actor, producer and theatre 
consultant. I have a great sense of gratitude to the tutors 
past and present and I am glad to count them amongst   
my personal friends.”   
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GEORGIA MAY-FOOTE
Georgia May-Foote studied A Level Drama and Theatre Studies, 
Psychology and Sociology between 2007-2009 at Bury College 
where she managed to juggle her work alongside her acting roles. 
The former The Elton High School pupil boasts an impressive CV 
with her list of acting jobs including Grange Hill, Life on Mars, 
Doctors, Casualty, Heartbeat, Emmerdale and This is England 86 
before playing Katy Armstrong in Coronation Street between 
2010 and 2015.

JOSHUA WHITTAKER
Former Bury College A Level student Joshua Whittaker is enjoying 
exceptional career success and has been appointed as Deputy 
Head of Sound for a new stage show spectacular.  

Upon completion of his Bury College A Levels in Music 
Technology, Maths, Physics and Computing, Joshua progressed 
onto the Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts (LIPA) to study 
BA (Hons) Sound Technology. Joshua then secured his first 
professional role touring nationwide with Sister Act, a family 
favourite musical staring Alexandra Burke and directed by   
Craig Revel Horwood. 

Following his stint with Sister Act, Joshua 
moved onto the Tango Moderno tour where 
he has been promoted to Deputy Head of 
Sound where he is responsible for managing 
the use of wireless microphones used on the 
show. Joshua also covers the mixing of the 
show twice a week and assists the head of 
sound with setting up the PA system at the 
start of the week when the show opens in 
a new theatre.

“The support I received at Bury College was 
really good, my mentor helped me with my 
application to university and prepared me for 
my interview as I applied to a very selective 
institution. The opportunity to collaborate  
with other students on productions gave me  
a real insight into the world of work.”

CRAIG LEES
Former Bury College Music student Craig Lees is celebrating 
outstanding success since completing his BTEC National 
Diploma in Music Performance and A Level Drama.  As well as 
being a renowned Contemporary Vocal Coach, Choral Director, 
and Arranger, Craig is proud to lecture on the Popular Music 
Degree at Leeds College of Music, where he founded the LCoM 
Contemporary Pop Choir in 2014. He is also the Musical Director 
behind Leeds Contemporary Singers, a nine piece vocal harmony 
group that recently rose to fame as the winners of BBC One’s 
Pitch Battle show.

Craig coaches for Smith’s record label (Nigel Martin-Smith) and 
has also had the pleasure of working with chart-topping artist 
Will Young (whilst on Pitch Battle) and internationally acclaimed 
artist Marc Almond. Craig is also a director of the British Voice 
Association, an association of multi-disciplinary professionals who 
work to promote the field of voice in its broadest sense. 



COURSES AVAILABLE
A LEVELS
Dance
A Level Dance is an exciting exploration of dance that will 
develop your skills and experience in performance and 
choreography. You will also expand your analysis skills in 
relation to your own work and professional performances. 
In your second year, you will build on the skills gained 
in your first year and you will have the opportunity to 
develop your knowledge and understanding of a specific 
area of study, and set works in that field e.g. modern 
dance, ballet and jazz. Both years involve a written and a 
practical exam. The Bury College Dance department is 
supportive and creative, with professional tutors that  
have relevant industry experience.

Drama and Theatre Studies
These courses are an exciting and practical exploration 
of drama and theatre, considering plays, creating 
theatre, performance and performance analysis. 
You will study plays from the point of view of 
director, designer, performer and build your skills in 
communication, teamwork and critical analysis. You will 
also have the opportunity to go on theatre trips and 
take part in workshops by current actors, directors and 
choreographers.

Music Composing (applied qualification)
This course is an introduction to the vocational study 
of music and music technology composition. You will 
have the opportunity to work individually and as part of 
a team within a music environment. You will also learn to 
develop a professional approach to all aspects of music 
performance and studio recording technology. Musicians 
will complete an audition on their chosen instrument, 
selecting one piece of their choice. Students wishing to 
take the Recording/Production pathway will be  
assessed on their suitability at interview.
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VOCATIONAL PROGRAMMES
Music Performance and Production   
Level 1, 2 and 3
The course is designed to give you an in-depth 
understanding of the skills, knowledge and understanding 
necessary to explore, enhance and sustain your creative 
development. Following a diagnostic introduction, which 
will determine your skill set and experience, you will then 
begin to take ownership of your development and your 
understanding of music performance and production. 
By the end of the course it is expected that you will have 
undertaken research, investigation, discussion, reflection, 
experimentation and exposure to a diverse range of 
creative experiences. You will also demonstrate your 
individual expression of artistic and technical competence 
and creativity. Emphasis is placed on providing you with an 
experience which draws on the realities for the industry, 
with you being treated as a young professional and 
encouraged to take increasing responsibility for your own 
learning and development. 

You will study units such as Principles of Music 
Performance and Music Production, Critical Listening 
Skills for Music Composition, Music Industry and 
Professional Practice, Critical and Contextual Awareness 
for Music Performance and Production, Music 
Performance/Production in Context, Collaborative Music 
Performance Project, Units in Developing/Exploration/
Preparing Music Performance and Production, Extended 
Project in Music Performance and Production.

Performing Arts – Level 2 and 3
These courses are an exciting exploration of the 
vocational study of Performing Arts subjects. You will 
also have the opportunity to specialise in Acting, Dance 
or Musical Theatre. There will be the opportunity to work 
individually and as part of a team within a performance 
environment. You will learn to develop a professional 
approach to all aspects of the entertainment industry.  
You will also have the opportunity to go on theatre trips 
and take part in workshops with external practitioners 
from the industry. 

You will study topics such as Acting Skills, Dance 
Skills, Musical Theatre, Theatre for Children, Theatre 
in Education, Choreography, Classical Theatre, 
Contemporary Dance, Ballet, Tap, Contemporary Theatre, 
Physical Theatre, Performing, Rehearsing, Devising, 
Performance Workshop, The Performing Arts Industry, 
Singing and Movement Skills.
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WHAT OUR STUDENTS SAY
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JAMES MOSTYN 
The former Middleton Technology School pupil received a career-changing 
scholarship to study at a top stage school after completing his Level 3 
Performing Arts Extended Diploma.

HEATHER MAHER 
A former Siddal Moor pupil, studying Level 3 Music. 

KATY SHOESMITH 
A former pupil of Woodhey High School studying A Level Dance, English 
Language and Literature, Psychology and Law.

AMY SCADE 
A former pupil of Middleton Technology School studying BTEC Level 3 
Extended Diploma in Performing Arts - Musical Theatre pathway.

“It has been great to gain experience performing on a stage and to 
get comfortable with that environment. My course has prepared me 
for my next step which is to study Music at the University of Leeds.”

“Studying A Level dance has allowed me to further develop my 
knowledge of different dance styles.  It’s great to mix my A Level 
options with academic and practical based subjects.”

 “I was ecstatic to hear I had secured a place at SLP College and I am 
really thankful for my scholarship. Bury College is the best thing that  
I have done and it has totally changed my life. Without the support 
from my tutors and peers I wouldn’t be where I am now.”

“The college has lots of opportunities and caters to a range  
of different needs.  I feel valued here and my talents    
are being nurtured.”
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NIC SOUTHWOOD 
A former BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in Music   
Performance student.

LEAH CHOUDHRY 
A former Middleton Technology School pupil studying Level 3 
Performing Arts.

“Learning BTEC Music at Bury College was the most important and 
formative time in my career. Without Bury College I can be sure   
I wouldn’t be doing what I’m doing today.”

“I choose to study at Bury College because of their great reputation 
and the professional facilities that I have access to daily. The tutors  
are brilliant and I like the warm and friendly environment.”

REBECCA UPTON 
A former pupil of Matthew Moss High School studying A Level Drama & 
Theatre Studies, Media Studies, Psychology and Photography. 

SHAMAIAH DAVID EMMANNEC GORDON 
A former Bury Church of England High School pupil studying BTEC   
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Music Technology.

“I like how everyone is treated as an adult and have their own 
independence. The tutors are really friendly and supportive.”

“The tutors are very helpful, they are great at making new   
concepts and ideas easy to understand.”



12

Become a part of the School of Performance by 
completing a paper based or online application.

Our online application form can be found at:   

www.burycollege.ac.uk
You will be invited to attend an audition and a careers 
based interview, ensuring you are placed on the 
correct course for your future career aims.

Depending on your talents, your audition 
performances may include one or two of   
the following:

• Song 

• Dance

• Monologue

• A short piece on your principal instrument

• Examples of recorded/sequenced work   
 you have produced

APPLICATION AND
AUDITION 
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Our after school workshops are designed 
for 14-16 year olds with a flair and passion for 
performing arts and who wish to develop   
their existing skills.

Our engaging training classes, run by industry 
professionals, help you to hone your singing,   
dancing and/or acting abilities.

At the end of each five week course you will  
showcase your new-found performance 
skills to family and friends in an end of   
course celebratory performance.

Course are available in:

• Dance      
• Acting      
• Musical Theatre

There are limited places available so don’t miss 
out on this exciting opportunity.

Please contact Nicola Williams to book a place: 
Email: nicola.williams@burycollege.ac.uk  
Phone: 0161 280 8316

EXPERIENCE YOUR COURSE BEFORE YOU ENROL

ACADEMY
PERFORMING ARTS
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